Wagner Farm Arboretum Foundation, Inc. (“WFAF”)

197 Mountain Avenue, Warren, NJ  07059

Website: www.wfafnj.org

WAGNER FARM COMMUNITY GARDEN

MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT – 2010


By executing this Membership Agreement and being accepted for Membership by WFAF, the Gardener agrees to abide by all of the rules, policies and practices set forth herein and those posted throughout the Community Garden grounds.  The Gardener understands and agrees that these rules, policies and practices may be subject to change at any time at the sole discretion of the WFAF Trustees. 

A.
Membership Fees


In addition to the annual Membership fee which is set forth on the Registration form, Gardeners are 
responsible for the annual rental of a Community Garden
standard individual plot at an annual cost of  
$50.00.  Payment of the Membership fee and annual rental fee can be made by personal check payable to 
WFAF and forwarded to the address set forth above.  Please note that Membership and Registration fees 
are non-refundable.


The Giving Garden:  Gardeners wishing to tend a Giving Gardeners Projects Plot may do so free 
of 
charge.  Both volunteer groups and individual gardeners may tend these gardens but all are expected to 
follow the Community Garden’s rules, policies and practices. All harvests from plots located within the 
Giving Garden will be distributed by established agencies to poor and need persons. 

B.
Rules of Operation


Hours:  During the 2010 season, the Community Garden will be open from dawn till dusk each day. 
Remember to keep gates closed and lock up when you are the last to leave at any time during the day.


Season opening: Cultivation and planting must be started by May 9 and plots must be tended through the 
time of fall clean up. Gardeners should plan on spending at least four hours per week on plot 
maintenance in order to cultivate a productive and attractive garden plot.


Parking:  Please park in designated areas only. You may unload your vehicle near the Garden. However, 
you may not drive your vehicle into the Garden at any time, nor block the gates.  


Use of Community Garden’s Equipment: Equipment furnished by WFAF must not leave the Garden.


Harvesting: Crops must be harvested once they are mature. All unwanted surpluses can be placed in the 
designated Giving Garden bins.


Structures: Structures may only be erected if they are pre-approved by the Garden Committee. For 
example, low perimeter fencing (allowing for airflow) would be permissible; a chair or a garden bench 
would also be permissible.  There is a 6’ height restriction for trellises and framework. Lumber used in 
raised bed construction must be untreated.

Community Garden’s Watering System: The water from the Community Garden’s watering system is 
is non-potable and is only to be used on the crops.  Hoses are not allowed.


Important dates for the 2010 Season:


Sunday, March 14…..Community Garden orientation


Friday, March 26…....Community Garden plots open


Sunday, May 2………Deadline for paths to be mulched


Sunday, May 9…...….Deadline for garden plots to be started


Saturday, Sept. 18…..Pot Luck Picnic


Sunday, Nov. 14…….Community Garden seasonal closing and final clean up


Initial Membership Term:  Plot registration begins on December 15, 2009. If re-registering, in order to 
reserve any plot(s) from the previous season, updated Registration Forms and Membership Agreements 
must be received by January 1, 2010. After January 15, 2010, remaining plots will be assigned to 
gardeners at the discretion of the Garden Committee and waitlisted gardeners will be issued plots in the 
order in which the registrations are received.  

C.
Rules of Conduct


Behavior: At all times while on the Community Garden grounds, the Gardener agrees to be respectful of 
other gardeners. The Gardener will keep his or her plot and surrounding areas well tended, dispose of 
plant material, rocks and extraneous materials in designated areas, and will remove anything brought from 
home as well as all impermissible items.  While on Community Garden grounds, the Gardener will not 
engage in any prohibited behavior including the cultivation of illegal plants, smoking, drinking, gambling, 
or using illegal drugs. The Gardener also agrees that he or she will not bring weapons of any kind, pets or 
other animals into the Garden.  It is asked that courtesy be shown when using cellular phones and that all 
phone calls be taken outside of the fenced in area and/or away from anyone in hearing distance.

Removal of items, produce and plantings from the plots of other Gardeners: Under no circumstances 
may the Gardener borrow or remove anything from the plots of other gardeners. In the event vandalism or 
theft is discovered, please notify the Garden Committee immediately. In addition, please do NOT water 
another Gardener’s plot unless he or she asks that you do so.  Anyone caught in the act of vandalism or 
theft will be removed from the garden immediately and permanently.

Use of Fertilizers and Pesticides: For the health and safety of all participants, only organic methods and 
products are to be used in the Community Garden. Non-organic pesticides, fungicides, herbicides and 
fertilizers are prohibited. Upon request, the Organic Gardening Committee will supply information, 
guidelines and training for organic gardening. Lumber used in raised bed construction must be untreated.

Prohibited items: In general, decorative garden items are not permitted in plots. Other impermissible 
items include bug lures and unattended watering mechanisms.


Gardener Absences: Kindly notify the Garden Committee if you are unable to maintain your plot for any 
period of time or if you wish to turn your plot back over to WFAF (please note that Membership and 
Registration fees are non-refundable). Please also notify the Garden Committee if you wish anyone to 
enter your plot during your absence. Remember that visiting gardeners must complete and submit the 
volunteer form to the Administrator. This form is available on the WFAF website.


Visitors, Guests, Children: The Gardener agrees to accompany and supervise any guest, visitor and/or 
children brought into the Community Garden at all times and also agrees to be responsible for the conduct 
of any of these parties.


Fall Cleanup: During Fall cleanup, any stakes, trellising, netting, fencing, plastic materials, tomato 
cages, watering cans, etc., must be removed from all gardening plots. All plants and weeds must also be 
completely removed. Please note that a thoroughly cleaned garden plot is a condition to being invited to 
renew your membership for future seasons. This requirement does not include perennial plants or winter 
crops.
D.
General Maintenance of the Community Garden Grounds/Member Chores


Membership and the continued right to use of the Community Garden grounds is contingent upon the 
Gardener’s continued maintenance of his or her individual plot as well as assistance with the overall 
operation of the Community Garden. Accordingly, in addition to maintaining any individual plot(s), the 
Gardener agrees to volunteer one hour per month (for a total of four hours during the 2010 Season) to 
complete certain chores and activities for the benefit of the entire Community Garden. The Gardener 
should indicate his or her preference of chores on the Registration form and may also sign up for such 
chores at the 2010 Orientation. Available volunteer chores include: weeding the main path; maintaining 
the patio/shad shelter; working in the perennial gardens; harvesting crops for vacationing gardeners; 
assisting with the Pot Luck Picnic; maintenance of the water system; volunteering at the Plant Sale in the 
Spring – including the Boutique, Art Sale and the Children’s Garden Opening; working in the Giving 
Garden; assisting the Projects Manager; various other chores.


In addition, it is the responsibility of each Gardener to install and maintain a wood chip path at the 
west end (barn side) and the south side (Mountain Avenue side) of each garden plot. Wood chips paths 
must be installed by May 2.


The Gardener agrees to use his or her best efforts to complete all chores in a timely manner.

E.
Violation of Membership Rules


In the event the Gardener violates any of the Community Garden’s rules, policies, or practices, the 
Gardener will be issued a written notification by the Garden Committee and will be provided with 
reasonable opportunity to redress/correct the violation. In the event that no redress/correction is made and 
no response to the notification is received within two (2) calendar weeks of the date of the written 
notification, a second notice will be issued. If no redress/correction is made and no response is received 
within two (2) calendar weeks following the second notice, a final notice will be issued informing the 
Gardener of the Suspension, or total forfeiture of gardening privileges and access to the garden plot(s). 
Please note that, at the discretion of the Garden Committee, a Gardener’s violation of any rules may result 
in the Gardener being prohibited from future participation in the Community Garden.


All rules, terms and conditions of participation with the WFAF Community Garden are established by 
the WFAF Trustees. Be executing this Agreement, the Gardener acknowledges and agrees that in the 
event that Gardener violates any of the rules, terms and conditions set forth herein, at the sole discretion 
for the Trustees, the Gardener’s participation may be immediately suspended and may result in 
permanent loss of the use of the Gardener’s plot.

F.
Miscellaneous


Gardener agrees to hold harmless WFAF, the Township of Warren and Owners of the Land, for any 

liability, damage, loss or claim that occurs in connection with use of the Community Garden by 
Gardener’s guests or by Gardener. Further, in no event will the total liability to Gardener by WFAF, the 
Township of Warren or any employees or agents for damages exceed the amount of annual Membership 
and Registration fees.


The Gardener also understands that use of the Community Garden is without any warranties as to fitness 
for any particular purpose and neither WFAF nor the Township of Warren is responsible for any acts of 
God that may prevent use of and access to the Community Garden.


This Membership Agreement is governed by, construed, and enforced in accordance with the laws of the 
State of New Jersey.

G.
Gardener’s Commitment


I have read and understand and agree to abide by these rules, policies and practices stated herein for the participation with the Wagner Farm Arboretum Community Garden.

Please sign below (keep a copy of this Agreement and initialed Registration form for your records).


By:__________________________________________
Date:_______________________


Gardner Name: ________________________________



By: __________________________________________
Date: _______________________


Gardener Name: _______________________________


                            (Parent or Guardian of Minor Children)

