Community Garden Newsletter 

Second Edition
2009
A Garden is a thing of beauty and a job forever -- Lewis Hill

Welcome to the Second Edition of the 2009 Season! My name is Stacey Stegmann, Garden Manager, and I’ll be your host. On to the news!

Trustee Report
By Suzanne Smith:
Wagner Farm Arboretum’s 5th Annual Plant and Art Sale Fundraiser 

The plant and art sale will be held at 197 Mountain Ave, Warren Township on 
Friday, May 15 • 10a – 6p, Saturday, May 16 • 9a – 6p, Sunday, May 17 • 9a – 3p
Our Plant Sale will feature a beautiful selection of perennials, annu​als, herbs, vegetables and hanging baskets.  Bagged material which includes: peat moss, cow manure, mushroom compost, top soil, straw and salt hay will be available at the plant sale as well.  
The Arts and Crafts Sale will feature the works of local artists, many who will be returning from our Holiday Boutique and last year’s sale. A Community Boutique and Silent Auction will include works donated to the arboretum by local artists and created by our commu​nity’s children, local schools and scout troops.  
Special Event! Children’s Garden Opening, 
Saturday, May 16th 10am-4pm! Rain date: Sunday May, 17th
Bring your family and friends. There will be fun activities for children! All of the proceeds from our plant sale, art sale and auction go to the cre​ation and development of our arboretum, gardens and learning center. 
For more information visit us at our website at www.wfafnj.org.
A Note from Holly
Thanks to vole patrol volunteers for the successful and difficult job of securing our perimeters.  Michael James, Tom Gove, Guy and Nancy Warman, Chris McGowan, Rick Martin - ring leader, George Druffner, Brian Sullivan, Rose Druffner, Amber Green, JoAnne DeLuca and her husband.
Quick Notes
~Volunteers are still needed for Plant and Art Sale, contact us at crafts@wfafnj.org 
~Please restrict height of poles/trellises in the Community Garden to no more than 6 feet.
~Please use our bulletin board for community news. We’d love to hear about activities in the area.
 

~Weed, weed, weed!  I know none of you wants to see an email from me in your inbox. It can only mean ONE thing!
~No smoking in the garden.
~Please throw all weeds and rocks removed from gardening plots outside the fence through the new gate on the north (downhill) side, not outside the main gate.

~Driving into the garden in a car or a truck is prohibited.  Please unload at the gate and bring supplies in by wheelbarrow. 
~When wood chipping your plots, each gardener must chip each lane on the barn side and the road side of their plot. No excuses! Wood chipping must be completed by the end of May!
~Just to reiterate, for anyone with a question for the Organics Team, the new email is organicquestions@wfafnj.org
~Since this a new season and we have some new gardeners, I’ll let you guys off the hook for this for now. But please, please remember that the tools in the Shed are for Giving Gardeners ONLY! Wheelbarrows and watering cans are for everyone. Anything else is for giving gardeners use only.

Giving Garden Update 

The Giving Garden consists of 40’ x 4’ plots that are taken care of by volunteers. These volunteers can be individuals or companies or schools. The vegetables they raise in the Giving Garden are then donated to area Food Pantries and Food Banks. Last year we donated over 5000 lbs of food! 
From Ernie

The drainage ditches are in place and functioning. Time will tell how effective they are in solving our residual water problem. I want to thank everyone who worked so hard to get the job done. Digging, wheel barrowing several tons of stone, and installing drain pipe is not an easy task. Holly and Bruce made it easier on us by digging with their back hoes.   
The Spring 2009 GGP Coffee Grinds collection is complete. Thanks to Starbucks Basking Ridge, Starbucks of Warrenville, and Country Squire Restaurant of Warrenville and their employees who diligently saved the grinds for us. I hope the soil will be enhanced by the application.
Time will tell.
Thank you all very much.
The Giving Garden is also actively putting together the teams and individual garden plot owners. Things should be up and running soon. If you would like to donate some time, please contact us at ggp@wfafnj.org
Organic Committee Report
Organic Tips:

 

~Improve your soil by adding compost. Healthy soil is the single best way to create healthy plants.

 

~To avoid getting fungus or bacterial diseases on plants: properly space plants, AVOID overhead watering and instead water soil at the base of each plant.  Watering too much forces air out of the soil and rots the roots. 

 

~Familiarize yourself with the proper cultural requirements for each vegetable or plant that you are growing in order to avoid insect, bacterial, and fungus problems.  Some plants become susceptible to disease if the soil is too acid or alkaline.  Plant each vegetable at the proper time.  If, for example, tomato, pepper or eggplant plants are planted when the soil temperatures aren't warm enough, they will be susceptible to all sorts of bacterial and fungus diseases and become an attractant for insect pests looking for a weakened plant to feed on.  Cucumber and melon seeds planted in ground that is not warm enough at night will rot, attract insects and spread the diseases somewhat to seeds and plants that are later planted in the same ground when the gardener finds out that nothing came up, or whatever did, died. 

 

~When purchasing plants, carefully check them over for insects or insect eggs on the underside of the leaves.  Make sure the plants look sturdy and healthy.  This will avoid problems later.

 

~If you concentrate on growing healthy, productive plants, and then you don't need the fungicides and pesticides (though we will provide some formulas for making them at home in future issues).  Also, any diseased or rotted plant should be disposed of off the premises so it doesn't spread to other gardener's plants.  

 
(Thanks to Melanie Spock for providing this info)

 
Please send all thoughts to organicquestions@wfafnj.org.
A Garden Wedding

Karen Manner, a Trustee of WFAF, is having a garden wedding for her daughter on June 27th in her backyard.  She has asked that anyone who would be willing to donate their cut flowers to help  
with the decor please contact her at karenmanner@wfafnj.org or call her cell 732 208-3760. She can pick up the flowers from the Community Garden on either Friday afternoon June 26  or Sat. June 27th in the morning.  Thank you

.A Reminder

Please, please, please remember to close the gate and lock it if you are the last person to leave. Pay special attention to the bottom gate, it’s there to keep out bunnies and critters. 

The End
Thanks for joining me for another episode of the Community Garden Newsletter. I’m so looking forward to seeing all of you in the garden this season! As always, if you have any questions, send me an email, (staceyvolanto@wfafnj.org)! 

Stacey
Garden Manager
