	Wagner Farm Arboretum News

	News, news, and more news. Get all of the details from the latest edition of the Wagner Farm Arboretum newsletter. Click here to download.

Community Garden
Our Community Garden Committee, headed by Keith Cooper, was very pleased with our 2007 season. Plans for our 2008 season are under way. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer or are interested in signing up for a garden plot click here. 

Water and Well Update 

The well permits have been obtained and the scheduling of an installation date with the well company is being arranged. So by the time growing season starts, we should have our own water system.
Bulletin Board/Sign and Parking Lot

George Druffner has finished work on our new Bulletin Board/Community Garden Sign. It will be a covered sign, with a little roof, as well as a sliding glass panel so that anything we put up there will remain weather proof. The sign will be located to the left of the entrance gate and will be in place this fall.

We have a couple of drawing layouts for the parking lot, which will make parking a lot less interesting than it’s been. We are hoping for a 2008 installation.

The Organic Committee
The Organic Committee has started work on next year's orientation handout. Each committee member is responsible for a specific topic. The following topics will be included:

1. Preparing the bed


2. Planning the planting


3. Weeds




4. Insects & pests



5. Diseases




6. Closing the garden


7. Miscellaneous tips


Giving Gardeners Project 
The Wagner Farm Arboretum Foundation (WFAF) has recognized the serious need for supplies of nutritious food to be available for families and their children who live below the poverty line locally, statewide, and nationally. Beginning with the 2007 season, WFAF set aside a portion of the Community Gardens area for the Giving Gardeners’ Project (GGP). All project vegetables were grown by volunteers were donated to the needy through existing agencies.  Unbelievably, to date, the Giving Garden has donated 2000 pounds, a ton, of food to the needy in our area. It is amazing what a little time and effort can do for the greater good.

For more information about the project, link to GGP. The GGP committee is recruiting volunteer groups and individuals to work in the gardens. To work in the gardens or to help on the GGP committee, contact Ernest Cottrill. 

Landscape Design 
Landscape designer Jackie Karr Paltjon has created an overall plan for the arboretum and detailed plans for most of the gardens. As part of our fundraising efforts people will be able to make a general donation towards the arboretum or designate a donation for a specific item.

The children’s garden will be started in the fall of 2007. If you are interested in making a donation that will cover purchasing a specific item, you can make that donation for something as small as a stone paver or as large as a pavilion. See (link) XXXXXX for details.

Trails
The Wagner Farm Arboretum foundation, in conjunction with the Warren Recreation Commission, is in the process of designing trails that will connect the formal arboretum gardens to a “natural trail system”. These well-marked trails will not only take you on quiet, naturally serene and beautiful trails, but also will have markers to identify plant life that is natural to the habitat. The trail system will connect the Wagner Farm Arboretum and the Glenhurst property. Glenhurst, (formerly a golf course) is over 100 acres of township-owned, undeveloped property that includes wetlands as well as an abundance of wildlife and native plants.  Currently, these trails are open and guided tours are available by calling the Warren Township Recreation Commission.

Plans are also being made to include a bird watching tower on the property. Bluebird houses have been erected and are currently being used! 

Grants and Fundraising
The Fundraising committee is actively seeking grants for several projects. We have been successful in procuring money for a deer fence around our community garden. We will be kicking off our fundraising shortly with a letter to all of the residents of Warren Township. 


